Syllabus: Language Arts III with Technology Integration (8th Grade)
Teachers:  Mrs. Debra Gastelum / Mrs. Diana Wilson
http://jmsenglish.com

Course Description:  The purpose of this required course is to provide eighth graders with integrated educational experiences in the Sunshine State Standards Language Arts strands of reading, writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, and literature.  Technology has been heavily integrated throughout this course with students using computers almost daily.  The content of this course includes, but is not limited to the following:
· Using the reading process to construct meaning from a wide range of literary, informational, and technical texts.
· Using the writing process to communicate information and ideas
· Using listening, viewing, and speaking strategies
· Understanding the power of language and using language in authentic contexts
· Understanding the common features of a variety of literary forms
· Responding critically to visual, oral, and written texts

Course Requirements:
After successfully completing this course, the student will
· Demonstrate understanding and use of appropriate and effective vocabulary.
· Read informational, literary, and technical texts for literal, inferential, and evaluative understanding.
· Demonstrate understanding of literary characteristics and how they are used in literature and other appropriate texts to convey meaning.
· Use process writing strategies and the conventions of standard written English to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
· Demonstrate understanding of the ways that history, culture, and setting influence language.
· Use listening, viewing, and speaking skills to obtain and convey information and ideas.
· Select and use appropriate language for effective visual, oral, and written communication.
· Demonstrate understanding of the impact of mass media and the regulations that govern its use.
· Apply reference and study skills for a variety of purposes.
· Successfully use technology to complete various assignments.
Classroom Behavior:



	Students’ responsibilities in class are to
	To succeed in class, students must

	-attend class regularly.

-be on time.

-be prepared for class.

-use your time wisely.

-have a positive attitude.

-pay attention, listen, and not be disruptive.

-adhere to school rules and dress code.


	-be actively involved as a member of a group in spite of absences.

-meet deadlines (all assignments are due at the beginning of each class on the appropriate due date.)

-present all work according to the quality standards for assignments.




________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Required Materials: Bring the following items to class each day.
	     Text Books Used:  

	YOU

2 folders (three prong)  One will stay at school as a student portfolio.

loose leaf notebook paper

standard blue or black ink pen

pencil

highlighter

2x3 post-it notes

color pen or pencil

70 page spiral notebook

$7.35 for classroom reader (Scope) subscription
	Writer’s Choice (sent home), 

Write Source 2000 (sent home),  

The Language of Literature (class use only)

Read XL (class use only)



Absences and Make-up Work:
Students are expected to make up any work missed due to excused absences.  An excused admit slip must be provided.  If you know beforehand that you will be absent, please make arrangements to get your assignments at least 24 hours before your absence.  

Assignments given before an absence occurs are due on the original due date or the first day the student returns to school.  In other words, being absent on the due date of the assignment does not give the student an additional three days to turn in the missed work.  It will be due the day the student returns.


All assignments are posted online at http://jmsenglish.com and are available to anyone with internet access.  Make-up papers must be REQUESTED BY THE STUDENT if the paper is not available online.  No makeup work will be allowed for unexcused tardiness or absences. 

Your level of achievement will be higher if you attend class regularly and meet all deadlines.  
Quality Standards for Written Work:
These standards are to be adhered to without exception.
A. Work turned in is to be headed in the following manner:
	
	Student’s Name

Date

Period

Title of Assignment (must be descriptive and contain page numbers if applicable)

	
	

	
	Skip the above line and begin your assignment here


B. All final drafts are to be written in ink or typed.



If written use standard blue or black ink, write neatly (print if necessary) and limit your use of whiteout.



If typed, you should double space, use one inch margins and use 10 to 12 font, no smaller, no large.


All projects, reports, and research papers must be typed and presented with a single staple in the top left 

hand corner.  Exact specifications for each assignment will be provided at the appropriate time.
Course Assessment:  

Students will be graded through the following assessment techniques:
· Daily classroom participation and homework   (HOMEWORK WILL BE ASSIGNED ON TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS WITH OPTIONAL MONDAYS.)
· Weekly vocabulary assignments and tests

· Weekly spelling assignments and tests

· Weekly reading activities

· Weekly writing assignments

· Objective quizzes and unit tests / essay tests

· Unannounced quizzes and checks
· Oral presentations (group and individual)

· Group projects and assignments

· Learning Log

· Portfolio

· Reading Counts tests (3 novels read independently during each nine weeks) One book must be read and test taken approximately every three weeks.  Specific dates will be announced and must be recorded in student planner.
· Reading Counts book project (1 per nine weeks or as required)

· Caught’ya work, quizzes, and tests
Course Expectations:  Homework is a necessary and integral part of this class and will be assigned on Tuesdays and Thursdays. There will also be some homework on Mondays.   Students will be expected to complete and submit all assignments by the due date, keep a well-prepared portfolio, and participate in all class activities.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner and demonstrate respect for others.  Students will be responsible for keeping planners/agendas updated and for sharing all information and grades with parents or guardians. Parents are asked to sign their child’s planner every Thursday. 
Contact Information:  We can be contacted at school after 2:05 PM at 329-0588 or at home before 9 PM at 326-4204 for Mrs. Gastelum or at 329-9883 for Mrs. Wilson.  Please call before 9 PM.  We can also be reached by email at mrsg@jmsenglish.com or mrswilson@jmsenglish.com
